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PREFACE

Many difficulties present themselves to the interpreter of Bach’s B minor
Mass aside from the technical ones which the score offers in great number and
in high degree to the executants.

In the original manuscript of the work, and in the additions known to be
faithful reproductions, little is found to guide the performers with respect‘to
tempo, expression or phrasing. While the key to these lies in the music itself’
and may be found by earnest study, and through the inspiration which such
study induces in those capable of being inspired, it yet seems desirable that to
the chorus singer, at least, some aid be given in interpreting this difficult score,

Needful as this appears to be, it is a task both difficult and dangerous, for
one cannot but hesitate to touch so great a masterpiece, however reverent be the
hand. 1 have, therefore, added only such necessary marks of expression,
phrasing and tempo as may facilitate the study of the work by the chorus. 1
hope by this means to bring this Mass nearer to many choral societies, which
might otherwise shrink from attempting so severe a task. Furthermore, these
additions may serve as suggestions to musical conductors, who, in agreeing or
disagreeing with my readings, may help to evolve a correct interpretation,

I have followed as closely as possible the original text as found in the
edition of the Back-Gesellschaft.

Breathing marks have been placed in the chorus parts to assist proper
phrasing ; but in long sustained tones, or in long phrases, not divided into well
defined rhythmical figures, singers may breathe where they please in the middle
of the tone or phrase, so long as the whole chorus does not take breath in the
same place.

Scarcely anything has been added to the solo numbers, because it may well
be left to each artist to seek for and find a correct interpretation.

Too much cannot be said of the grandeur and beauty of this Mass, and I
trust that the object of this edition, to facilitate its performance, will be
accepted as sufficient excuse for its being.

Frank DAMROSCH.

Nzw York, October 1, 1899.
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N9 3. Kyrie Eleison .
Chorus.

Allegro moderato.

Alla breve
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